
 

November 9, 2021 

The Board of County Commissioners met at 9:00 a.m. in a regular session in the Commission 

Office of the Granite County Courthouse with Chairperson Charles Hinkle, Commissioner 

Scott Adler, and Commissioner Blanche McLure attending. Also attending were 

Commission Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski and Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw, 

who attended a portion of the agenda items set for the day.  The session was livestreamed 

through the Zoom internet-based program available for the public to view the session and 

comment. The public was also allowed to attend in person and provide comment.  The session 

convened with the pledge of allegiance. 

Also in attendance were Granite County Public Health Assistant & DES Coordinator, Jackie 

Bolster; Drummond Mayor, Gail Leeper; Local Landowner, Betty Munis; And member of 

the general public including Scott McDonald and Kayla Sanders.  

ROAD & BRIDGE WEEKLY REPORT; Commissioner Adler explained that Road & 

Bridge Superintendent Paul Alt had requested the day off to attend a funeral, however the 

funeral was on Monday and that he was at work if the Commission wanted to contact him. 

Paul Alt had relayed to Commissioner Adler that the shop had gotten new locks installed 

and are working on Poison Patch Road.  Commissioner Adler added that it is still slow and 

they are getting things prepared for the winter season. Commissioner Hinkle commented 

that the County should look for opportunities in the Infrastructure Package to see if there 

are ways to support any projects the Road Department needs to complete. 

GEORGETOWN LAKE LEVEL OUTFLOW:  The lake level was reported at 6427.36 feet; 

25.68 inches below full pull, according to the USGS lake level gauge and the dam tender’s 

report. Commissioner Adler motioned to leave the outflow as is at 6 CFS, as allowed by the 

FERC Order in place. Commissioner McLure seconded the motion. Commissioner McLure 

inquired as to how long it can take to bring the lake levels back up. Commissioner Hinkle 

explained that if we get a good rain it can help raise the levels. Commissioner Adler 

commented that due to the dry conditions that any rain we receive now will go right into the 

ground. There was no public comment and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

SATELLITE OFFICE SPACE FOR CPS, WRITTEN AGREEMENT; The Commission 

discussed Child Protective Services request to utilized the Public Health Office Space in 

Drummond. The presence of CPS staff in the community has allowed for active participation 

on multidisciplinary teams and increased activity in the field through court appearances and 

time in clients homes.  Commissioner Adler explained that the Commission needs to consider 

Public Health personnel’s opinion on the matter, since they are providing services in the 

space. Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw voiced support for the work that this 

would enable CPS to provide in the community. Public Health Assistant & DES Coordinator, 

Jackie Bolster joined the Commission to provide comments on the matter, stating that they 

agree with the ability to provide space to CPS as long as it doesn’t interfere with their ability 

to provide public health services. County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw explained that the 

agreement would state that the days have to be mutually agreed upon, and that the 



 

agreement can be terminated on short notice. Jackie Bolster commented that in her last 

conversation with CPS Regional Administrator, Courtney Callaghan, that their legal team 

was going to review and discuss the drafted agreement, and then it would be beneficial for 

the Commission to continue the discussion with Courtney Callaghan in case changes are 

needed. Commissioner McLure motioned to approve to the agreement to provide satellite 

office space for CPS in Drummond, conditional upon approval of CPS’s Legal Team. 

Commissioner Adler seconded the motion. There was no public comment and the motion 

passed unanimously.  

  

2005-00886 REQUEST FOR REIMBURSEMENT #4 – RIDDICK FIELD & YEAR END 

FINANCIAL REPORTING FOR THE FAA; Following the acceptance of the FAA Grant 

for the Master Plan at Riddick Field, the contracted engineering company assisting the 

County, KLJ, has submitted the first request for reimbursement. The majority of the 

invoices included for reimbursement have already been paid for by Granite County, and this 

request for reimbursement from the FAA under grant. Commissioner Hinkle explained that 

the final amount of Reimbursement #4 is $6,800. Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw 

commented that he had spoken with Granite County Airport Board Chairperson, Ernie 

Fulk, and was told that the Master Plan is still being worked on. Commissioner Adler 

motioned to approve 2005-00886 Reimbursement #4 – Riddick Field. Commissioner McLure 

seconded the motion. There was no comment and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

Commissioner Hinkle then motioned to approve the year-end financial report for the FAA. 

Commissioner Adler seconded the motion. There was no public comment and the motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

COMPREHENSIVE COUNTY PLAN FOR SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION, 

REHABILITATION, & TREATMENT; ALCOHOL TAX DISTRIBUTION; The Montana 

Department of Public Health and Human Services, Addictive and Mental Disorders Division 

(AMDD) is responsible for distributing alcohol tax monies, as described in Montana Code 

Annotated 53-24-206, for the purpose of funding substance abuse prevention, rehabilitation, 

and treatment services. The County’s Comprehensive plan was in need of being updated, 

and Commission Assistant Billie Ann Kulaski reached out to various agencies including 

Public Health, The Granite County Sheriff’s Department, and local non-profit Healthy 

Granite County Network to do so. Billie Ann Kulaski explained that in her conversation with 

Kaylee Blackwell from Western Montana Addiction Services, the organization serving 

Granite County, they had discussed utilizing funds from the Alcohol Tax Distribution 

Program to set up telehealth portals in the Public Health spaces to enable those who are 

seeking treatment but cannot get to the center in Anaconda to still get access to treatment. 

She also added that there is the ability to add education programs back into the schools to 

support prevention. Commissioner McLure thanked Billie Ann Kulaski for her work on the 

County’s Plan, and motioned to approve the Comprehensive County Plan for Substance 

Abuse Prevention, Rehabilitation & Treatment; Alcohol Tax Distribution. Commissioner 

Adler seconded the motion. Public comment was received from Drummond Mayor, Gail 

Leeper voicing support for the work done on the County’s plan, and the importance of 



 

making sure money and services awarded to the County are put in place. With no further 

public comment the motion passed unanimously.  

   

ARPA AGREEMENT WITH THE TOWN OF DRUMMOND; The Commission was joined 

by Drummond Mayor Gail Leeper to discuss the ARPA agreement between the County and 

the Town of Drummond concerning the Minimum Allocation Grant Program for ARPA 

funds to complete water and sewer projects. Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw 

explained that this is a similar agreement to the one done earlier this fall with the Town of 

Philipsburg, for the other portion of the Minimum Allocation Grant funds. Mayor Leeper 

explained that Drummond is wanting to expand their one-cell lagoon system into a two-cell 

lagoon system.  She added that the Town of Drummond will be working with their contract 

engineer, Brad Koon with Triple Tree Engineering. Commissioner Hinkle asked what the 

County would be responsible for as far as the projects with both of the Towns are concerned. 

Blaine Bradshaw responded that there will be some requirements as far as the application 

process, administration, and reporting, but no financial obligation on the grant match or 

anything else. Further, the Town would equally share the Minimum Allocation Grant 

funding with the Town of Philipsburg, and share the matching requirements.  Commissioner 

Adler motioned to approve the ARPA Agreement with the Town of Drummond. 

Commissioner McLure seconded the motion. There was no public comment, motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

GRANITE HEADWATERS WATERSHED GROUP & GRANITE CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT REQUEST FOR LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR A GRANT APPLICATION; 

There was not any representation present to explain the grant that Granite Headwaters 

Watershed Group & The Granite Conservation District is considering applying for soon.  

Commissioner McLure explained that this request could be connected to the Granite 

Conservation Districts earlier request for funds to obtain a Coordinator, and the search for 

additional grant funds. Public comment was received from Local Landowner, Betty Munis 

stating that she searched around to see if she could discover what grant they are applying 

for and wasn’t able to find any information and would like to ask the Commission to wait 

and see what it is they are supporting before they put forth a letter of support. Commissioner 

Adler agreed and commented that he would like more information.  The Commission 

decided to table the issue until a representative would come to discuss the agenda item 

further.  

 

RESOLUTION 2021-16 – APPROVING BALLOT ISSUE FOR PRIMARY ELECTION 

2022 WHETHER TO PROHIBIT ADULT -USE RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA 

DISPENSARIES OR NOT IN GRANITE COUNTY; Commissioner Hinkle commented that 

he read the resolution and that it looks good. Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw 

explained that a valid petition, with requisite signatures of Granite County electors, was 

received by the Office of the Granite County Clerk & Recorder on or before October 18, 

2021, being consistent in language and time deadlines under Montana law. The said Petition 

contained 401 valid signatures of said Granite County electors and only 367 were required 

by law as signatures of 15% of qualified electors in the County were required for the Petition 



 

to be valid under MCA Section 7-5-132 and MT House Bill 701 (2021). The Petition meets 

the criteria for placement of issue, of whether Adult-Use Recreational Marijuana 

Dispensaries shall be prohibited in Granite County or not, on the ballot for the Primary 

Election on June 7, 2022. Commissioner McLure commented that this is something that was 

done correctly and will now be on the ballot for the people of Granite County to vote on. 

Public comment was received from Betty Munis asking who began this petition. Blaine 

Bradshaw responded that it was the McGills and Heidi Hinkle who initiated it, but was 

supported (signed) by more than 400 people who signed the petition. Betty Munis asked what 

the sentiment behind it was, and whether people are in support of this or are against it. 

Commissioner Adler responded that we will know when they vote. Blaine Bradshaw 

commented that when it was on the ballot previously (statewide ballot on marijuana issue)  

it had passed in Granite County, but this give the public a chance to decide on dispensaries. 

Betty Munis clarified that as it is right now, on January 1st, 2022 a dispensary can be legally 

opened in Granite County if properly licensed with the state and this will go on the ballot in 

June. County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw confirmed. Mayor Leeper asked that if this is voted 

against in the County, if it will have to be a separate vote for each municipality. Blaine 

Bradshaw responded that this would be a County-wide vote, and that he would need to look 

more closely at the statute and how it applies to the municipalities.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

An invitation was received from Great West Engineering for their Holiday Open House on 

December 3, 2021.  

 

Email Correspondence was received from local landowner, Kent D. Ellis, asking questions 

in regards to the Granite County Road Maintenance Policy. Commission Assistant, Billie 

Ann Kulaski will reach out and invite Kent D. Ellis to a Commissioners’ Meeting to have a 

dialogue with the Commission and Road & Bridge Superintendent, Paul Alt.  

 

A Notice was received from Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks explaining a Decision Notice for 

the Draft Environmental Assessment: Westslope Fishing Access Site Proposed Development.   

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

There was no public comment.  

 

BOARD MINUTES; 

Commissioner McLure moved to accept the minutes for November 2, 2021. Commissioner 

Adler seconded the motion. There was no public comment. The motion passed unanimously.   

 

 

The Meeting Adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 

  


