
 

November 30, 2021 

The Board of County Commissioners met at 9:00 a.m. in a regular session in the Commission 

Office of the Granite County Courthouse with Chairperson Charles Hinkle Commissioner 

Blanche McLure attending. Also attending were Commission Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski 

and Granite County Attorney Blaine Bradshaw, who attended (in-person) for a portion of 

the agenda items set for the day.  The session was livestreamed through the Zoom internet-

based program available for the public to view the session and comment. The public was also 

allowed to attend in person and provide comment.  The session convened with the pledge of 

allegiance. 

Also in attendance were Granite County Road & Bridge Superintendent, Paul Alt; Granite 

County PHEP Coordinator, Jennifer Robinson; MSU Extension Office Agent, Ben 

Hauptman; Tri-County Fair Board Member Stacey Meneses, who is one of three board 

members who represents Granite County on the Tri-County Fair Board; and members of 

the general public.  

ROAD & BRIDGE WEEKLY REPORT; The Commission was joined by Road & Bridge 

Superintendent Paul Alt to provide an update of current projects the department has been 

working on including mechanic work, blading (Gold Coin Road), and cold patching (Black 

Pine Road). Commissioner Hinkle asked how Poison Patch Road turned out. Paul Alt 

responded that the Road Crew was able to get a lot of work done on the road for the amount 

of time they were able to spend. The Commission then discussed the Road Crew moving to 

five-eight-hour shifts, instead of four ten-hour shifts. Paul Alt stated his only concern is the 

ability to get road blading done in the afternoons. Commissioner McLure stated that she 

thinks they need to transition to the five eight-hour shifts and abide by the Union contract 

(collective bargaining agreement) that is in place, adding that this will also help the County 

to manage the overtime of the Department. Paul Alt responded that during the winter 

months if it starts snowing in the afternoon the County will have to pay overtime anyway. 

Commissioner McLure explained that if there are seven employees and everyone has a plow 

they should stagger the shifts to manage the overtime and make sure the roads are plowed. 

Commissioner Hinkle stated he agrees that the Road Crew needs to begin working the five 

eight-hour shifts, but not necessarily when the Union Contract states they should, but when 

the Commission and Road Superintendent agree it is necessary. Commissioner McLure 

added that during Union negotiations they should discuss updating when the change to five 

eight-hour shifts occurs during the year. Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw 

commented that it has always been agreed upon that either side can ask for the date to be 

amended based on the weather conditions and the Union contract can be modified by mutual 

agreement in writing.  

GEORGETOWN LAKE LEVEL OUTFLOW:  The lake level was reported at 6427.43 feet; 

24.84 inches below full pull, according to the USGS lake level gage and the dam tender’s 

report. Commissioner McLure asked if they could lower it more than 6 CFS. Granite County 

Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw explained that to decrease the outflow Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

will need to weigh in on the decision. Commissioner Hinkle motioned to have the outflow 



 

adjusted to 6 CFS, as allowed by the FERC Order in place. Commissioner McLure seconded 

the motion. There was no public comment and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

PHEP UPDATE WITH GRANITE COUNTY PHEP COORDINATOR, JENNIFER 

ROBINSON; The Commission was joined by Granite County PHEP Coordinator, Jennifer 

Robinson, who explained that the County currently has zero (0) active, positive COVID-19 

cases. Recently there were 4 cases, but they are out of quarantine. Jennifer Robinson, sent a 

request to Commission Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski to get the information updated on the 

website, which has been completed. The PHEP report is due on January 15th, 2022 and is 

completed for the quarter. Commissioner Hinkle asked about the stats for surrounding 

Counties including Missoula. Jennifer Robinson explained that Missoula County has been 

seeing an increase as well as Powell County, but they are hoping to see numbers decrease 

before the Holiday. Commissioner Hinkle inquired about the new variant. Jennifer Robinson 

stated that they are still learning about the new variant and that at the current time it seems 

to be showing up primarily in New York and Canada, but that she will be gathering as much 

information as she can before the next PHEP update. There was no public comment.  

  

PROVIDING TURKEY OR HAM TO COUNTY EMPLOYEES FOR THE HOLIDAYS; 

Historically, the County Commission purchases all employees a ham or turkey for all county 

employees for the holidays each year.   Commissioner McLure recommended providing a 

spiral ham for all County employees, since everyone just had a turkey for Thanksgiving. She 

then explained to have Commission Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski contact Huffman’s Grocery 

to complete the order. Commissioner McLure moved for the County to gift all County 

employees a spiral ham for the holidays this year. Commissioner Hinkle seconded the 

motion. There was no public comment and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

RE-ADOPTION OF COUNTY ORDINANCE 2020-1 AS ORDINANCE 2021-1 ON 

NUISANCE DOGS; Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw explained that in December 

of 2020 the Board of Granite County Commissioners adopted County Ordinance 2020-1 on 

Nuisance Dogs, which becomes null and void on December 31, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. if not re-

adopted. A “nuisance dog” is defined as a dog located within Granite County outside of any 

incorporated town limits that disturbs the peace of at least two (2) persons.  In lieu of the 

stated requirement for two (2) persons having their peace disturbed, there may only be one 

(1) person whose peace is disturbed if the said barking is corroborated personally by any law 

enforcement officer who, in-person, hears the annoying or disturbing barking. The 

ordinance was readopted as Ordinance 2021-1 declaring that it is unlawful and a 

misdemeanor to own or possess a nuisance dog.  The owner(s) or possessor(s) of a nuisance 

dog shall be subject to a maximum fine of one hundred dollars ($100) for the first lifetime 

offense, two hundred dollars for the second lifetime offense ($200), and so forth with a 

maximum fine of five hundred dollars ($500) for a fifth and all subsequent lifetime 

convictions.  Each occurrence shall constitute a separate offense. Commissioner McLure 

motioned to adopt Ordinance 2021-1 on Nuisance Dogs. Commissioner Hinkle seconded the 

motion. There was no public comment and the motion passed unanimously.  The County 



 

Attorney provided a copy of this Ordinance to the Sheriff’s Office and Clerk and Recorder’s 

Office.   

 

TRI-COUNTY FAIR BOARD, UPDATE & FOLLOW-UP ON BUDGET & BYLAWS; 

Granite County Attorney Blaine Bradshaw sent correspondence to the Powell County 

Commission approximately one month ago, requesting a copy of the Fair Board’s annual 

budget and the recently amended bylaws of the Tri-County Fair Board. There has not been 

a response from Powell County or Tri-County Fair Board to either Blaine Bradshaw, 

Commission Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski, MSU Extension Agent, Ben Hauptman, or any of 

the Granite County Members of the Tri-County Fair Board. Ben Hauptman suggested that 

he send an email to the Clerk for the Tri-County Fair Board, and request a copy of the bylaws 

and budget, explaining that it is needed for the new Fair Board Member Stacey Meneses. 

The next Tri-County Fair Board is on December 9th, which will then allow him to follow up 

in person. Commissioner McLure moved to have MSU Extension Office Agent, Ben 

Hauptman send a request right away to the Tri-County Fair Board Clerk for a copy of the 

budget and by-laws. Commissioner Hinkle seconded the motion. There was no public 

comment and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

Email correspondence was received from local resident Kent Ellis, following up on his 

discussion with the Commission during an open meeting on November 23, 2021 concerning 

non-maintained roads. He also wanted the County to consider implementing building 

permits. The Commission will discuss (discussion only) building permits on the upcoming 

agenda (December 7, 2021).  

 

A notification was received from the Montana Department of Transportation requesting the 

Commission to complete a short survey to share input and ideas by accessing their website. 

 

A Public Notice was received from the DEQ; Public No. MT -21-25; notifying the County of 

their intention to issue a wastewater discharge permit to Owners / Operators of Small 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s) – Permit Number: MTR040000 

 

Email correspondence was received from Jeanne Chaput de Saintonge, the Business 

Manager from Rocky Mountain School of Photography in Missoula; requesting permission 

for students to photograph the main entrance / lobby of the Courthouse on Friday, December 

10th, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The Commission granted permission to the Rocky 

Mountain School of Photography.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

No Public Comment was received.  

 



 

BOARD MINUTES; Commissioner McLure moved to accept the minutes for November 23, 

2021. Commissioner Hinkle seconded the motion. There was no public comment. The motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

 

The Meeting Adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 

  


