
 

November 16, 2021 

The Board of County Commissioners met at 9:00 a.m. in a regular session in the Commission 

Office of the Granite County Courthouse with Chairperson Charles Hinkle Commissioner 

Blanche McLure attending. Also attending were Commission Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski 

and Granite County Attorney Blaine Bradshaw, who attended (in-person) for a portion of 

the agenda items set for the day.  The session was livestreamed through the Zoom internet-

based program available for the public to view the session and comment. The public was also 

allowed to attend in person and provide comment.  The session convened with the pledge of 

allegiance. 

Also in attendance were Granite County Public Health Assistant & DES Coordinator, Jackie 

Bolster; Drummond Mayor, Gail Leeper; Granite County PHEP Coordinator, Jennifer 

Robinson; Granite County Road & Bridge Superintendent, Paul Alt; Local Grant Writer, 

Maureen Conner; Granite County Sheriff, Scott Dunkerson; Granite County Clerk & 

Recorder & Elections Administrator, Sarah Graham; MSU Extension Office Agent, Ben 

Hauptman; Granite County Treasurer, Vicki Harding; and members of the general public.  

 

GRANITE COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS (PHEP) 

UPDATE WITH JENNIFER ROBINSON; The Commission was joined by Granite County 

PHEP Coordinator, Jennifer Robinson, who provided a quick COVID update, explaining 

that there are currently only two cases in Granite County and those come off of quarantine 

at midnight. Jennifer Robinson also explained that she has been working with Granite 

County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw to update the County’s health-related policies to present 

soon to the Board of Health and County Commission, and praised him for his assistance. 

Jennifer Robinson also added that Public Health is still offering vaccinations as well as 

boosters in Philipsburg on Wednesdays, and in Drummond on Tuesdays.  

 

COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH UPDATE; Granite County Board of Health Chairperson, 

Michael Kalarchik was not able to join the Board for the update, because of a personal 

matter. There were not sufficient members to have a quorum. Commissioner Hinkle served 

as acting chair and recommended that with no updates and lower COVID counts the Board 

should go back to quarterly updates. Commissioner McLure agreed. Public comment was 

received from PHEP Coordinator, Jennifer Robinson asking if the PHEP report could 

remain on the agenda on a bi-weekly basis. The Commission agreed, and no further public 

comment was received.  

 

ROAD & BRIDGE WEEKLY REPORT; The Commission was joined by Road & Bridge 

Superintendent Paul Alt to provide an update of current projects the department has been 

working on including cutting trees out because of the high-winds, cold patching (will run out 

tomorrow / more coming next week), and road grading. Commissioner Hinkle remarked on 



 

the Middle Fork Gravel Pit, explaining that with the new federal Infrastructure Bill, there 

could be potential funding to develop the pit, which would be beneficial to the County. Paul 

Alt responded that it would be of great benefit to the County to have a developed gravel pit 

on that side of the County. Commissioner Hinkle then asked inquired about the cost of new 

belly dump trucks, since the ones the County owns are more than 50 years old. Paul Alt 

responded that he hasn’t had time to look for a new belly dump, but that he would estimate 

a used belly dump to cost around $35K and a new one in excess of $80K.  

Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw asked the Commission when they would like to 

put out the notice for bidding dump trucks for 2022. The initial draft of the bid will be on 

the Commissioners agenda for November 23, 2021 to discuss further.  

Paul Alt stated that has been in contact with Philipsburg School District, Director of 

Transportation, Justin Bloom concerning email correspondence that was received by the 

Commission raising concerns over icy road conditions on Black Pine Road. Paul Alt provided 

Justin Bloom with his contact information in case any further concerns arise. Commissioner 

McLure asked if there is a plan for when the Road Department Crew will begin working 

five, eight-hour shifts, as opposed to four ten-hour shifts weekly. Paul Alt responded that 

they usually stay on four-ten hour shifts until the weather turns, which last year was in 

January, and there haven’t ever been any issues. Commissioner McLure added that when 

this transition takes place it needs to happen on the first of the month in order to not 

complicate the payroll system. Commissioner Hinkle stated that the Road Department Crew 

should plan on going back to five eight-hour shifts weekly, beginning December 1st, 2021. 

Commissioner McLure agreed stating that there is going to be ice and more than likely snow 

in December, and she doesn’t want to wait until January. The Commission decided to have 

the Road Department Crew tentatively go to five-eight hour shifts on December 1, 2021, 

unless otherwise decided during their regular meeting on November 30, 2021.  

Paul Alt then added that he is putting signs together for both Solid Waste sites to post, 

notifying the public when the sites will be closed for upcoming holidays. Commission 

Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski commented that she will also send the information to 

Philipsburg Marketing Group to have reflected on the County’s website.  

 

GEORGETOWN LAKE LEVEL OUTFLOW:  The lake level was reported at 6427.41 feet; 

25.08 inches below full pull, according to the USGS lake level gage and the dam tender’s 

report. Commissioner Hinkle motioned to leave the outflow as is at 6 CFS, as allowed by the 

FERC Order in place. Commissioner McLure seconded the motion. There was no public 

comment and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

HIRING OF GREAT WEST ENGINEERING TO FACILITATE FLINT CREEK DAM 

TABLE TOP EXERCISE; DES Coordinator, Jackie Bolster joined the Commission to 

discuss the upcoming Table Top Exercise at Flint Creek Dam the County is required to 

complete per FERC. The County had discussed earlier in the year to have Great West 

Engineering to facilitate the exercise in December 2021. Granite County Attorney, Blaine 



 

Bradshaw explained that the County needs to request a task order from Great West 

Engineering in order to see what the cost will be. Granite County Sheriff, Scott Dunkerson 

asked if Great West Engineering had completed the previous exercise the County 

participated in. Jackie Bolster replied that the Great West did facilitate the exercise at Fred 

Burr the previous year. Sheriff Dunkerson said he was very happy with Great West’s work 

on that last exercise the previous year.  Commissioner McLure motioned to request a task 

order from Great West Engineering to complete the Table Top Exercise at Flint Creek Dam. 

Commissioner Hinkle seconded the motion. There was not public comment and the motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

  

GRANITE HEADWATERS WATERSHED GROUP & GRANITE CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT REQUEST FOR LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR A GRANT APPLICATION;  

Commission was joined by Maureen Conner, grant writer for the Conservation District. 

They are putting in for a grant for a watershed management grant on behalf of the Flint 

Creek Management Watershed Group; this group has been in hiatus over the last few years 

due to funding. They did get funding through another grant from the Bureau of Reclamation, 

however would like to get some support for this group from the DNRC. The reason for this 

is because these groups are difficult to maintain, and the long-term plan of the Conservation 

District is to have the Watershed Group become a stand along non-profit, and no longer be 

a sub-committee of the Conservation District. Maureen Conner explained that there is no 

match required for this grant, however they do have match and are hoping to be approved. 

Commissioner McLure motioned to approve sending a letter of support for the Granite 

Headwaters Watershed Group & Conservation District’s grant application. Commissioner 

Hinkle seconded the motion. There was no comment and the motion passed unanimously. 

Maureen Conner commented that it would be beneficial for the County to think ahead with 

the Infrastructure Bill, and the potential for funding opportunities.  

 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-16 – APPROVING BALLOT ISSUE FOR PRIMARY ELECTION 

2022 WHETHER TO PROHIBIT ADULT -USE RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA 

DISPENSARIES OR NOT IN GRANITE COUNTY; Granite County Attorney, Blaine 

Bradshaw explained that a valid petition, with requisite signatures of Granite County 

electors, was received by the Office of the Granite County Clerk & Recorder on or before 

October 18, 2021, being consistent in language and time deadlines under Montana law. The 

said Petition contained 401 valid signatures of said Granite County electors and only 367 

were required by law as signatures of 15% of qualified electors in the County were required 

for the Petition to be valid under MCA Section 7-5-132 and MT House Bill 701 (2021). The 

Petition meets the criteria for placement of issue, of whether Adult-Use Recreational 

Marijuana Dispensaries shall be prohibited in Granite County or not, on the ballot for the 

Primary Election on June 7, 2022. Commissioner McLure inquired to an excise tax on 

recreational use marijuana. Blaine Bradshaw advised that the Commission will need to have 

the excise tax as a separate issue on the agenda the following week. Commissioner Hinkle 

motioned to adopt Resolution 2021-16 – Approving Ballot Issue for Primary Election 2022, 



 

Whether to Prohibit Adult-Use Recreational Marijuana Dispensaries or Not in Granite 

County. Commissioner McLure seconded the motion. There was no public comment and the 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

COUNTY CLAIMS: Commissioner McLure motioned to accept the monthly claims for 

October 2022. Commissioner Hinkle seconded the motion. There was no public comment 

and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

POLICY YEAR 2021-2022 INMATE MEDICAL INSURANCE PROGRAM RENEWAL;  

Commission Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski explained that Granite County Sheriff, Scott 

Dunkerson is requesting to resume the same insurance coverage the County currently has in 

place for inmates in custody at the jail.  Commissioner McLure motioned to approve the 

policy year 2021-2022 inmate medical insurance program renewal. Commissioner Hinkle 

seconded the motion. There was no public comment and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

RESOLUTION 2021-17 – GRANITE COUNTY HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN; FIRST 

READING; Resolution 2021-17 states that Granite County, pursuant to Section 322, 

Mitigation Planning of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 

enacted by Section 104 of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (P.L. 106-390) and the Interim 

Final Rule published in the Federal Register on February 26, 2002 at 44 CRF Part 201, is 

required to have an approved Hazard Mitigation Plan in order to receive future federal 

disaster mitigation funds; and, whereas Granite County adopted a Hazard Mitigation Plan 

by Resolution in 2006 and 2013, but an updated and amended Hazard Mitigation Plan will 

more effectively guide Granite County in making decisions for pre-disaster and post-disaster 

mitigation projects. Granite County DES Coordinator Jackie Bolster explained that the 

Granite County Hazard Mitigation Plan has been a work in progress since 2017, and that 

was at one point sitting in the wrong County. She went on to state that she had partnered 

with the local LEPC Group and Stakeholders, who have been working very hard to get this 

updated. FEMA had some recommendations and that Granite County has made the 

necessary amendments and adjustments as requested to the document. Commissioner 

Hinkle commented that this document has taken a long time to complete. Commissioner 

McLure added that this is something necessary for the County to do. Jackie Bolster stated 

that if it is not approved, on-hand, and filed, that the County would not be able to apply for 

any FEMA funding. Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw added that all FEMA 

funding including flood insurance is contingent upon this document. There was no public 

comment received.  

 

FEMA GRANT FOR HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN; SOFT MATCH TRACKING 

TABLE AND REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST; This item is tabled until further notice, as 

the County is still waiting for final numbers.  

 

ENGAGEMENT LETTER WITH DOYLE & ASSOCIATES FOR ANNUAL FINANICAL 

REPORT; Granite County Clerk & Recorder, Sarah Graham stated that the engagement 

letter from Doyle & Associates outlines the services they will provide to the County. 



 

Commissioner McLure explained that this is a letter that is necessary to be signed annually 

concurrent with the annual financial report. Commissioner McLure motioned to sign the 

engagement letter with Doyle & Associates for the Annual Financial Report. Commissioner 

Hinkle seconded the motion. There was no public comment and the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

ELECTION ADMINISTRATOR, SARAH GRAHAM; CANVASS OF VOTES FOR THE 

TOWN OF DRUMMOND’S NOVEMBER 2021 ELECTION; Granite County Elections 

Administrator, Sarah Graham joined the Commission with the final vote tally from the 

Town of Drummond’s November 2021 election. Commissioner McLure confirmed the vote 

count of 57 votes out of 167 registered voters, as did Commissioner Hinkle.  The canvassing 

of the said election was completed as required by law. 

 

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION OFFICE -AGENT CONTRACT 

RENEWAL; MSU Extension Agent, Ben Hauptman joined the Commission to go through a 

breakdown of the contract. Commissioner Hinkle asked if it has changed from the previous 

year. Ben Hauptman replied that it has not, and the only way it will change if is the Clerk & 

Recorder’s salary is increased (the Extension Agent’s salary is calculated at 65% of Clerk & 

Recorder Salary and is capped at $37K). Commissioner McLure asked for clarification of 

how the Extension Agents vacation / sick leave and retirement are affected by County 

contributions. Ben Hauptman replied that Clerk & Recorder’s office usually receives a letter 

with information concerning his leave after the contract renewal is signed. Commissioner 

Hinkle motioned to approve the Montana State University Extension Office Agent Contract 

Renewal. Commissioner McLure seconded the motion. There was no public comment and 

the motion passed unanimously.   

 

DRUMMOND MAYOR GAIL LEEPER TO REQUEST THE ADDITION OF PENALTY 

TAX FOR DELINQUENT TAXES IN THE TOWN OF DRUMMOND; The Commission 

was joined by Drummond Mayor, Gail Leeper, who wanted to begin a discussion concerning 

the addition of penalty and interest to delinquent taxes in the Town of Drummond. She stated 

that she has been working with the Town of Drummond’s Attorney, because they have no 

way of shutting off sewer access to those who are delinquent on their taxes; hoping this will 

encourage them to get current. Commissioner McLure clarified the request with Mayor 

Leeper explaining that the County would have their own process and that this would allow 

for the Town of Drummond to apply an additional penalty and interest to those who are 

delinquent. Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw stated that he would need to look 

closer at the process, but that the request sounds reasonable.  

Granite County Treasurer, Vicki Harding asked if this would be the total tax or just the 

Drummond improvement. Mayor Leeper responded that it could not be on the total, so that 

it would just be on the Drummond Improvement, (so it would be a fee). She continued by 

explaining that the Town of Drummond will do the work and put the request together to 

present to the Commission, but that she wanted to begin the conversation. Granite County 

Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw asked if there are several delinquent sewer accounts in the Town 

of Drummond. Mayor Leeper replied that currently they only have three residents with 



 

delinquent sewer accounts, but that these residents seem to be habitual and that down the 

road this may become a bigger issue. Mayor Leeper said should would work with her legal 

counsel to take the necessary steps to pursue this and she would get back to the Commission 

soon.  The Commission will continue this conversation in the future with the Town of 

Drummond.  

 

  

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

Email Correspondence was received from Philipsburg School District, Transportation 

Director, Justin Bloom, raising concerns over the icy conditions on Black Pine Road (part of 

the school bus route); and asking when the County Road Crew would begin working five 

eight-hour shifts. This correspondence was discussed during the Road & Bridge portion of 

the meeting with Road & Bridge Superintendent Paul Alt, who has followed up with Justin 

Bloom.  

 

A DEQ Notice was received; Public Notice MT-21-27, stating the Department’s intent to 

issue a wastewater discharge permit to Missoula County Commissioners; Missoula County 

RSID #901 (Lolo Wastewater Treatment Plant).  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

There was no public comment.  

 

BOARD MINUTES; Commissioner McLure moved to accept the minutes for November 9, 

2021. Commissioner Hinkle seconded the motion. There was no public comment. The motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

 

The Meeting Adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 

  


