
 

November 2, 2021 

The Board of County Commissioners met at 9:00 a.m. in a regular session in the Commission 

Office of the Granite County Courthouse with Chairperson Charles Hinkle, Commissioner 

Scott Adler, and Commissioner Blanche McLure attending. Also attending were 

Commission Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski and Granite County Attorney Blaine Bradshaw, 

who attended a portion of the agenda items set for the day.  The session was livestreamed 

through the Zoom internet-based program available for the public to view the session and 

comment. The public was also allowed to attend in person and provide comment.  The session 

convened with the pledge of allegiance. 

Also in attendance were Bi-County PHEP Coordinator, Jennifer Robinson; Local Health 

Officer, Dr. Kira Conn; Granite County DES Coordinator, Jackie Bolster; Philipsburg 

Mayor, Daniel Reddish; Granite County Sheriff, Scott Dunkerson; Granite County Medical 

Center CEO, Maria Stoppler; Drummond Volunteer Ambulance Member, Monica Prince; 

and members of the general public including Shona Bradshaw.  

GRANITE COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS (PHEP) 

UPDATE WITH JENNIFER ROBINSON; The Commission was joined by Bi-County PHEP 

Coordinator, Jennifer Robinson to discuss the impact of COVID-19 across the County. 

Recently there has been 3 deaths in Granite County due to the virus, however the number of 

cases has been decreasing over the past couple of days. She went on to explain that the FDA 

has approved the Pfizer vaccine for emergency use children ages 5 to 11, but that the CDC 

has yet to give final approval. Jennifer Robinson also clarified that she is not a Nurse, as 

there was recent statement in the Philipsburg Mail that labeled her as such. There was no 

public comment or questions concerning her report.  

AMENDMENT 3 TO PHEP TASK ORDER (2021-2022); Commissioner McLure 

commented that after reviewing the document she didn’t see any changes. Granite County 

Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw added that he was under the impression there were going to be 

additional duties under the amendment. Bi-County PHEP Coordinator, Jennifer Robinson 

explained that under this task order there will not be any changes to how things are currently 

operating, but that there will be an additional amendment the Commission should be 

expecting that will provide more funds to the County. Commissioner McLure motioned to 

accept Amendment 3 to PHEP Task Order (2021-2022). Commissioner Adler seconded the 

motion. There was no public comment and the motion passed unanimously. 

COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH UPDATES, RECOMMENDATIONS; The Commission 

was joined by Local Health Officer, Dr. Kira Conn. Chairperson, Michael Kalarchik was 

not able to attend the update, however the Board had very little to discuss. Granite County 

Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw asked if there had been any interest in the open Board of Health 

Position. Commission Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski responded that there has not been. Bi- 

County PHEP Coordinator Jennifer Robinson as well as Philipsburg Mayor Daniel Reddish 

volunteered to promote the open position to assist the County to fill the vacancy. Jennifer 

Robinson asked the Board if they have any ideas on how they plan to keep kids and the public 

safe during holiday events, such as Yule Night. Commission Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski 



 

recommended reaching out to the Philipsburg Chamber of Commerce for more information 

on specific holiday events taking place. There was further comment and the Commission 

moved on. 

ROAD & BRIDGE REPORT; Granite County Road & Bridge Superintendent Paul Alt 

joined the Commission to provide an update on the current projects the Road Department 

has been working on including projects on Middle Fork Road, Travelers Lane, and Rumsey 

Road, as well as Poison Patch Road. Paul Alt also provided comments on Rock Creek Road, 

stating that residents have contacted the Road Department to voice concerns over the 

amount they pay in taxes in connection to the condition of their road. He went on to explain 

that there are some pot holes on Rock Creek Road and that the Road Department is working 

on it. Paul Alt met with local landowner Betty Munis last week concerning the split fence 

posts on Rumsey Road and will be working to remedy the situation next week.  The Road 

Department is still approximately two-weeks out for parts for one of the County trucks, 

however for the new plow truck everything seems to be running according to schedule.  

 

The Commission then went into closed session to discuss a personnel issue.  

 

GEORGETOWN LAKE LEVEL OUTFLOW:  The lake level was reported at 6427.30 feet; 

26.4 inches below full pull, according to the USGS lake level gage and the dam tender’s 

report. Commissioner Adler motioned to leave the outflow as is at 6 CFS, as allowed by the 

FERC Order in place. Commissioner Hinkle commented that the lake is only up 3/10 of an 

inch. Commissioner McLure seconded the motion. There was no public comment and the 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

REQUEST TO ADJUST BUILDING ENVELOPE / NO BUILD AREA FOR LOT 1 OF 

THE KELLY SUBDIVISION; The Commission was joined by Granite County Planning 

Director, Linda Bouck to discuss an adjustment to building envelope / no build area for lot 

1 of the Kelly Subdivision. Linda Bouck explained that this is not in the flood plain and that 

the no build area has a 10-20 feet vertical drop before connecting with the creek, so she can’t 

imagine that it would ever flood. She went on to state that there is a lot of pine and vegetation 

that would need to be removed for them to build in the current area, and the place they 

would like to build is a level area without much pine or vegetation. Commissioner Adler 

asked what other residents of the subdivision thought of the request. Linda Bouck responded 

that all of the residents in the subdivision have signed off on the request to move the building 

envelope. Commissioner McLure asked if this would be okay to change. Linda Bouck 

explained that this is something that is okay to do and usually the County asks that everyone 

in the subdivision okays the request, which in this case they have. Commissioner Hinkle 

asked how far back from creek the new build location would be. Linda Bouck responded 

that it would be at least 50 feet from the creek. Commissioner McLure motioned to accept 

the request to adjust the building envelope / no build area for Lot 1 of the Kelly Subdivision.  

Commissioner Adler seconded the motion. There was no public comment and the motion 

passed unanimously.  

  



 

COUNTER-OFFER OF SETTLEMENT BY FLINT CREEK HYDRO LLC AT 

MEDIATION; The previous week the Commission discussed a counter-offer of settlement 

following mediation with Flint Creek Hydro LLC. Granite County Attorney, Blaine 

Bradshaw explained that the County Commission had discussed a shared cost in 

maintenance once maintenance fees exceeded a certain amount with Flint Creek Hydro 

paying such share of the costs through services as mutually agreed in writing, and 

summarized the counter-offer discussed the previous weeks. Commissioner McLure clarified 

the section regarding royalties, stating that anything over the royalties Granite County 

receives, we are asking Flint Creek Hydro LLC to pay half of, but that they could pay those 

through services. Commissioner McLure added that she recalled Great West stating they 

wouldn’t mind having Flint Creek Hydro completing work on the project in conjunction 

with them. Commissioner Hinkle asked if they should leave it as calendar year or fiscal year 

basis. Commissioner McLure favored fiscal year to support the budget process. Granite 

county attorney Blaine Bradshaw stated that he would make those adjustments if the 

Commission wanted it that way. He then added that in 2033 the royalties go up to 20% and 

that there may not be issues unless there are substantial maintenance costs incurred. 

Commissioner McLure commented that the royalties received are discretionary and if there 

are an abundance these can be used towards other funds; and that hopefully this will come 

to fruition in the future. Commissioner McLure motioned to approve letter to Flint Creek 

Hydro LLC with the amendment of using the fiscal year instead of calendar year. 

Commissioner Adler second the motion.  

Public comment was received by Granite County DES Coordinator, Jackie Bolster, asking 

if the County still needs to complete the status report and Tabletop exercise that is required 

by FERC or if Flint Creek Hydro LLC would take over these requirements. Granite County 

Attorney Blaine Bradshaw responded that potentially in the future Flint Creek Hydro LLC 

could assist with these, but that the County will still be ultimately responsible for them.  With 

no further comment the motion passed unanimously.  

   

PROPOSED ARBITRATION WITH GRANITE COUNTY GRANITE COUNTY ROAD & 

BRIDGE DEPARTMENT & SOLID WASTE UNION; Commissioner Adler stated that he 

doesn’t feel that the County has much of a choice except to go to arbitration. Commissioner 

Hinkle agreed, but stated that he doesn’t want the County to pay for it. Commissioner 

McLure reiterated the comments made by the Union in the previous weeks, and explained 

that the reason the County is moving forward is in an effort to make things fair for all County 

employees, stating that the Road Department does get a fair wage. Granite County Attorney, 

Blaine Bradshaw explained what the County can expect through the process of Fact Finding 

and Arbitration and stated that he believes the County is paying a fair wage. Commissioner 

Hinkle added that he doesn’t see why the County should have to pay the full cost of 

Arbitration. Commissioner Adler agreed, responding that the Union should have to pay half. 

He went on to explain that the County is consistently doing all of the work to gather the 

information for the Union. Commissioner Hinkle motioned to reject paying for all of 

Arbitration with the Union; and counter-offer to pay for half of Arbitration. Commissioner 

McLure seconded the motion. There was no public comment and the motion passed 



 

unanimously.  County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw, would correspond by email with the 

Union representative, Craig Davis, and let them know of this decision. 

 

GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE QUOTE BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD; The County has 

started to look at comparisons for health insurance, Commission Assistant, Billie Ann 

Kulaski explained that she has reached out to Blue Cross Blue Shield but has not been able 

to connect with anyone yet. Commissioner McLure explained that comparisons usually come 

out in March and that we should have Montana Joint Powers and other companies come 

give the County quotes as well. She went on to add that in her experience insurance 

companies typically come in and give a good quote and then the following year the price goes 

up dramatically. Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw commented that he is always 

an advocate competitive rates. Commissioner McLure added that MACo offers a good 

supplement, and the retired people need to be thought of as well, but that it is good to look 

around.  

 

MARIA STOPPLER CEO, GRANITE COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT, MONTHLY 

FINANCIAL UPDATE; Maria Stoppler, CEO of Granite County Medical Center joined the 

Commission to provide the monthly financial update. The financial report included the 

following: Month-to-date revenue is at $699,908 which is up 55.4% over last month and year-

to-date revenue is at $1,465,841 which is up 7.4% to target. Maria Stoppler explained that 

the FDA has authorized a booster dose of Moderna under the existing Emergency Use 

Authorization, and that 38% of Granite County residents eligible are fully immunized (up 

1%). The Hospital has filled a lot of their vacant positions including the addition of Lynn 

Graham, PA-C. Maria Stoppler provided an update of Healthy Granite County Network 

and Intermountain Healthcare’s grant to provide a Tele Crisis Intervention access point. 

The hardware is in place and we anticipate going live with this service for patients later this 

week. Patients will be able to quickly access a licensed counselor online in times of mental 

health crisis, and receive an evaluation and determination of needed resources. This will 

assist in determining a definitive diagnosis and expedite appropriate care to those in crisis. 

Public comment was received from Bi-County PHEP Coordinator Jennifer Robinson asking 

how many patients are transferred to a mental health facility at a different location as 

opposed to being treated at Granite County Medical Center. Maria Stoppler responded 

clarifying that all of their patients are transferred to a mental health facility as they are only 

equipped with the portal. There was no further public comment.   

 

INTER-FACILITY TRANSPORTS; GRANITE COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER & 

VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE ASSOCIATIONS; Granite County Medical Center CEO, 

Maria Stoppler continued the discuss that was began a couple of weeks ago during a public 

comment session of a Commissioners’ Meeting. She explained that she would like to have a 

collaborative effort to support the efficiency of medical care in Granite County, stating that 

the Commission should be the conduit that brings the various entities together to improve 

communication and benefit everyone. Asking “What can we do together to get everyone to 

communicate and work together?” Commissioner Hinkle responded that the hospital needs 

to utilize the volunteers for transports. Commissioner McLure asked for clarification of the 



 

page out process for transports. Granite County Sheriff, Scott Dunkerson responded that 

the page goes out to both the Volunteer Service and Eagle Ambulance simultaneously. He 

went on to explain that if the hospital calls for a transport that dispatch will also call 

surrounding agencies to try and secure an ambulance. Sheriff Dunkerson stated that he 

would be sure to have dispatch respond to the hospital if they are not able to secure an 

ambulance so the hospital is not waiting for a crew that is not coming. Maria Stoppler 

explained that the hospital would like to get their trauma designation back and in order to 

do so they need to have an operational, efficient transport service. She then pointed out the 

ability for the ambulance services to charge higher rates if the hospital has this designation. 

Sheriff Dunkerson responded that currently in Granite County the ambulance service is the 

best he has ever seen it. Drummond Volunteer Ambulance Member, Monica Prince joined 

the conversation to explain that the volunteers don’t typically have the correct licensure to 

do interfacility transports, explaining the difference between Advanced EMT and Basic 

EMT certifications. Sheriff Dunkerson added that Philipsburg Volunteer Ambulance has a 

driver and that the hospital employs an EMT qualified to do transports who is also a member 

of the Volunteer Ambulance Association; pointing out that if we all work together this could 

work out. Maria Stoppler responded asking Monica Prince why the volunteers don’t go to 

work for Eagle Ambulance. Monica Prince responded that all of the volunteers already have 

jobs and if they were to leave those jobs to go to Eagle they wouldn’t be compensated as 

much as they are making at their current positions. Commissioner Adler voiced his support 

for the volunteers and everything that they have done, and stated that it is important to all 

work together. Commissioner McLure asked about sending a nurse or qualified employee 

from the hospital on the transport, since Philipsburg Volunteer Ambulance, typically has a 

driver available. Maria Stoppler raised concerns over having to send a person that may be 

working on the floor of the hospital to go on a transport, since it would leave the hospital 

short-handed. Commissioner McLure pointed out that this would be working together and 

asked Granite County Attorney, Blaine Bradshaw if there would be a potential for revenue 

sharing, that this would be legal. Blaine Bradshaw further responded that the County’s 

insurance would cover the liability of the employee traveling in the ambulance. He went on 

to state that he would also recommend adding a mill levy if this is a substantial need of the 

hospital. Public comment was received from Bi-County PHEP Coordinator, Jennifer 

Robinson asking how many people Granite County Medical Center is transporting per week. 

Maria Stoppler responded that they are transporting approximately three per month, and 

that it isn’t about quantity but that it is about access, because it is critical when it is needed. 

The Commission decided to have Blaine Bradshaw look into the details of revenue sharing, 

and the agencies will continue to try and work together.  

 

 

COUNTY BOARD APPOINTMENTS; 

 

Commissioner Hinkle motioned to appoint Stacey Menses to the Tri-County Fair Board; 

Sarah Graham to the Philipsburg TV District Board; and Billie Ann Kulaski as Tax Appeal 

Board Secretary. Commissioner McLure seconded the motion. There was no public 

comment and the motion passed unanimously.  



 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

A Flyer was received from Montana Crisis Recovery, providing information for their 

support line.  

 

A Statement was received from the Office of The Granite County Treasurer; Flint Creek 

Hydro LLC royalty payment was received in the amount of $5769.35 for October 2021. 

 

An End of Period Disbursement Statement was received from Granite County Justice Court 

1 (Philipsburg); Total: 4647.00 

 

Email Correspondence was received from local landowner, Kent D. Ellis, voicing concern 

over residents performing maintenance on County Roads. Commission Assistant, Billie Ann 

Kulaski will reach out with a response.  

 

A Flyer was received for a Winter 2021 EMT Course that is hosted by Jefferson Valley EMS 

& Rescue; Commission Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski will reach out to Jamie Bancroft to see 

about the availability of a training grant and if there is an ability to host an EMT course in 

Granite County. 

 

Email Correspondence was received from the Flint Creek Dam Advisory Committee asking 

to reserve the Courtroom for a meeting on November 22, 2021 at 6:00 P.M.; Commission 

Assistant, Billie Ann Kulaski has reserved the Courtroom in the Granite County Courthouse 

for the Flint Creek Dam Advisory Committee’s upcoming meeting. 

 

A Public Notice was received from the DEQ; Public Notice No. MT-21-25; notifying of the 

DEQ’s intent to issue a General Permit; Storm Water Discharges Associated with Small 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4s).  

 

A Statement was received from the Granite County Treasurer’s Office with a receipt from 

from CCATT Holdings LLC for Rumsey Mountain Fees totaling $293.27. 

 

A Flyer was received from Five Valleys Land Trust for the 2020 Annual Report.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

There was no public comment.  

 

BOARD MINUTES; 

Commissioner McLure moved to accept the minutes for October 26, 2021. Commissioner 

Adler seconded the motion. There was no public comment. The motion passed unanimously.   

 



 

 

The Meeting Adjourned at 11:51 a.m. 

  


